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TWELVE ADDFI'ICNS TO THE FLORA OF RHODE ISLAND. 


M. L. Fki{.\.\i.i). 


While visiting in Provi<k‘ncc diirinjj; the latter part of Sejiteinber 
I had the jileasure of joinin*; Miss Marjjaret H. Grant and Professor 
J. Franklin Collins on visits to the stations of some rare plants of 
Rhotle Island. Though the ohjeet of the e.xeursions was priinarilv 
to sec certain species already known to botanists of the state, many 
other |)lants of inten'st Ajere found, anion^ them twelve .speeics and 
varieties which a .search of local lists and notes fails to show as recosi- 
nized in the Rhode Island flora. 

The first place visited was a jiatch of swampy woods near Nayatt 
station in the town of Barrington, where, in the lower areas IPood- 


wardia virginica and Il\ areolafa 


(jastijolia) 


Osmunda 


cinnavwmea were snfliciently abundant to be cited as characteristic 

t 

plants, while in the open somewhat drier sandy spots Uhexia vir- 
ginica and Rynchospnm gJomcraia were conspicuous species. In 
this limited region the following ])lants apparently unrecorded from 
the state were found. 

A.si>ii)iu.m si.Mi LATiLM Davetiport. Abundant in wet woods with 
I ( ood ward la areolafa . 

cixx.vMO.ME.A. L., var. glaxdulo.sa Waters. Several 
large plants, among more numerous individuals of the typical gla¬ 
brous form of the six'cies, at the edge of the woods. It is interesting 
that at both the stations already re<“orded for this noteworthy variety.— 



Mr. Waters’s original locality near Glen Burnie, in Anne Arundel 
county, iMarvlaiuP and Mr. Saunders’s station near Clementon. 

t ' • y 

New Jer.sey*—typical O. riinianiomea and the two ^Voodwardias were 
present, and at Mr. Wati'rs’s station Aspidhnn siniidaftim as well. 
All these plants occur in tlu* wooded swamp in Barrington.^ 

Hei,iaxtiH:S mollis Lam. Abundant in .sandv soil by the road- 

• t 

side in one jiortion of the swamj). This very distinct Sunflower has 


’ C. lb. Waters, Fern Hull. x. 21 (1902). 

2 C. F. SauiBlers, F(M*ii Hull. xi. 52 (1903). 

3 Mr. W. N. Clute has n'ctuitly suiiiiuarized the two previous records of the habitat of 
Osnmnda cinnuviomea, var. gUmdulosti as “found in dryish situations'' (Fern Bull. xiii. 
119), althou^rh it is not easy to see how such a deduction can be made from the “low 
sphagnum woods" of Mr. Waters’s account or tlie “low woods" of Mr. Saunders's record. 
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llliodora 


[Novemhkk 


been found recently at various points alon^ tli(‘ northern sea-hoard,— 
in New Jersey, on Long Island, and in 1903 near Fall River, Mass- 
aehnsetts. At its only recorded New England station, in a field near 
Fall River, its discoverer, Mr. Sanfonl’ considered the plant an intro- 
ilnction, (hnnve.d from cotton waste. .\t Barrington, on the other 
hand, there is nothing except the proximity of a coimtry-road to sug¬ 
gest the introduction of the plant, which is as a|)parently indigenous 
as the various ferns, the Rhexia, and other coastal plain |)lants of the 


n'gion. 



'ing logs and 


Bidex.s discoidka (T. & (r.) Britton. This distinctive plant of 
the coastal |)lain is probably common in Rhcxle Island as it is in adja¬ 
cent Ma.ssachn.setts and portions of (Connecticut. It was found in 
the Barrington swamp, growing commonly on 
inundated fallen branches; and it was .seen, though less abundantly, 
in a swamp near Lime Roek in the town of IJncoln. 

The second region visited was in the town of Lincoln. Portions 
of this townshi|) arc strongly calcan'ous, and at one point. Lime 
Rock, several lime (juarries have Ix'en oj)ened. Within the town- 
ship we found many charjicteristic plants of calcareous .soils which are 
alr(‘a<ly known from Rhode Island, but the following eight species, 
which it is the j)urpo.se here sjx'cially to note, are apparently additions 
to the flora of the state. 

Pank’I'M .Mixu.H Nash. (.)pen gravcilly soil in a railroad-cut. 

Jrxct'.s OEUii.i.'s (irav. In J. L. Bennett’s “Plants of Rhode 

t 

Island,” this rush is listed as ,/. aeuminafus, var. (lehilis; but, when 
preparing the Preliminary List of .Nhnv England Juneaceae,^ 1 was 
unable to Verify the rej)ort, and saw the species only from (V)nn(‘cti- 
(Mit. ./. (Irhlli.s was found in gix'at abundance with ./. DiuUrifi, Par- 

carollnUtmi, and other linu'-loving plants at the border of a 
pond near one of the quarries at Limt' Ro(.‘k. 'Phe plants were 
verv luxuriant, ofltm 8 dm. high, with inflore.seeiK'es I..') dm. long. 
But the most striking feature of tlu; j)hint.s is the r(*marka.ble devel¬ 
opment of autumnal flow(*r.s, such as is known to me only in 
.speciuKMis collected by Ravenel in ISbb near .Aiken, South (’arolina. 
'Phis plant of RaveneJ’s (Engelm. Ib'rb. June. .Norm., no. bl) Engel- 
mann eharacteri/.i'd as an autumnal form “in which tlu‘ heads bv 


' .s. N. F. Sanfonl, IIhodoha. vi. SS (10()^). 
Kiioi>uu.\. vi. :t4-4l (l‘.»0»). 
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renewed vegetation of their axis degenerate into spikes.” ‘ Normal 
J. debilis matures in early summer and has 2 to 7 flowers in a head. 
The late-flowering form at Lime Rock, like the Ravenel plant, has 
the heads mostly prolonged into many-Howered spikes, the longest 
8 mm. long. 

Polygonum cristatu.m Engelm. & (Iray. Abundant on a gravelly 
bank, Lincoln. Formerly unknown east of Connecticut. 

’ f 

Agkimonia mollis (T. & (J.) Rritton. Found at various sjiots 
in Lincoln, in rocky (calcareous) ojxm woods and thickets. Pre¬ 
viously unknown east of Connecticut, where it is rare. The onlv 
herbarium-label which I find recording the lithological character 
of the habitat of *1. moUifi is one of Mr. A. A. Heller’s, stating that in 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, thej)lant occurs in limestone, a soil- 
preference which it clearly follows in Rhode Island. 

A.MPiiiCARi’AEA Prn^HERi T. & (i. Veiv abundant and climbing: 

e “ 

extensively to the height of eight or ten feet over shrubs, in alluvial 
woods, near a lime outcrop at lame Rock. The vines form a close 
tangle covering perluijis an acre of ground, and when found were in 
abundant and very 



fruit. This plant. 



is generally 



known from western New York to Missouri, Louisiana, and Texas, 
is very clearly a meml>er of the New England flora. Twice before it 
has been reported,— from Winchester and Revere, 
and from near Bridge])ort, Connecticut; but in his di.scussion of the 
New England Leguminosae in 1900, Judge -f. R. ChurchilP was 
inclined to discredit the status of the specie's in New England. The 
Rhode Island plant is quite like material from the iMississij^pi Basin, 
the margins of the j)ods being coven'd with stiff mostly retrorse hairs. 

Ger.vrdia I'Arvifolia Chapin. (C. Sbinnrriaiia of many authors, 
not Wood. G. decemloha Gn'e'iie).'* This beautiful 



)iain species 


is not cited from Rhoele Island by Judije ('hurchill in his Preliminarv 

f t' 

List of New England SrropItuJdrinrrar.* It occurs with other |>in('- 


1 Tnuis. Si. [.onis .Acad. Sci. ii. 466 (I.S68). 

2 liiioDOHA, ii. 91 ( 1900 ). 

2 'riic i)lanl of sandy soils near the coast, from MassachnstRfs to Florida and Louisiana, 
should he called (/. j)(trvi[(flid Cha])!!!., for it is clearly that si)(H*ies and not the plant 
dt*scrih(*d by Wood as (/. Sk’inneridfui, wit h which it has been (‘onfnsed. The latttir spt‘- 
cies is a plant of the interior, from (‘)ntario to Minnesota, 'renne.ssee and .Missouri, with the 
rose-colonel corolla-lobes rounded or merely emar^inate at tip and the ca.pstde globose; 
while the coastal plant, (r. pdrvijdlid, has the lobes of the bri^dit-piiik corolla obcordat e 
and the capsule oblon^-ov'oid. 

4 Rhodoha, vii. 33-38 (1905). 




Rhodora 


[Novembkr 
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harron plants on a sandy plain hotwoon Lime Rock and the Black- 
stone Riv(*r. 

Bidkn'S vulgata Greene. Fully as common in the calcareous 
rcfiitm as the ordinarily more abundant B. jrondom. 

JBdkns gomosa (Gray) Wiegand. In limy soil, near “ Dexter lime- 


rock. 




Alnaidy known locally in Massachn.setts atul Connecticut. 


(RtAV IlKHHAHir.M. 


RFCORDS OF THE CONXFC'FICUT B()TAN1C.\1. 


sociE'rv, 


II. 


E. B. IlAitGKH, (’or. Seer. 


The CoxxE(Tiri:T Botaxkal Sogif:ty held three excursions 
<luring the summer of lUOd. 

'The first excursion was to the trap and sandstone region of the 
yallcy of the Fomperang Riycr, which is interesting as being a (h'tachcd 
area of a few scpiare mihis of a geological formation otherwise found 
in this state only in the (Connecticut Riycr Valley. After leaying tlie 
.station at BomjM'rang Valley about 0 a. M. the party first stopped at a 
field nearby which was filh*d with Penialemon /w///Wa.v Small., a.s|>ecics 
here ciuite different in aspect and habit from P. (L.) Willd., 

which is found not far distant. At the next halt, near the Fomperang 
Kiyer, Mt'ssrs. Weatherby and Ilarger found (hUium vennn !>. and 


Paririaria PouikijII' dmca iSIuIil. Tlu 



then proceeded to the 



only known New England station for Phlox jrllosa L. (see Rhohoha 
1; 70), which was found tube in full bloom and apparently increasing. 
\ (niantity of ConvolniJu.s- s-pithamanis L. was found near by. 
of the |)arty then walked to the Ilousatonie Riyer, returning from the 
station at Sandy Hook; but on account of the great heat and an 
impending sliower little mon* colh‘Cting was done. 

d'he si'cond ('xcursi(»n, with Mr. II. S. (^lark for guid(‘, was to the 
Resi'iwoir Farks, west of Hartford in the town of Farmington, and 
was held Aug. 22nd. Showers in the morning reduced the attend- 
an<‘(^ but those who wcMit saw, among other things, Ro.m sriinrra 


tinnus 


while 



